
Kymin Winter Race   9th Jan 2010

At his third attempt Tom Gibbs won this short but difficult race with a time 5 minutes off the record.

The race was held in snowy and bright weather on the Kymin Hill just outside Monmouth for the 58 runners who signed on at the Monmouth Boys School Sports Centre.  From the start in  a snow covered Mayhill Lane, Tom was always in control and pulled out a commanding lead by the head of the first climb.His closest rival and Chepstow Harriers club mate Matt Stott was chasing hard but couldn’t get close to the leader. Next up were Rob Sage and Stuart Crees, road runners from promoting club Les Croupiers but, unused to mountain race taped markings,they took the wrong route on the first descent and lost several minutes and places.

After crossing  the tarmac Mountain Road the route descended through steep snow with several people losing their footing and sliding down on their backsides ! All survived to reach the bottom and the second climb up Wyesham Lane and the knee deep powder snow on the top.Heavy going and great fun but not many had raced in these conditions before.The final climb took the runners past the Tower at the top of the Kymin where those not contesting the leading places were able to take in the views across to The Black Mountains and The Sugar Loaf with the leaders starting the long sprint down through Beaulieu Wood and down to the finish. Things at the front stayed the same with Tom Gibbs eventually  winning by nearly 2 minutes.

Ladies winner,English International fell runner Kate Bailey had less than 20 seconds advantage over namesake Kate Beecher from the promoting club. Local man,Simon Blease took M50 first place as he did last year.

After hot showers in the Sports Centre, it was awards,sandwiches and a pint in The Mayhill Pub warmed by a welcome open fire.

Most agreed at the finish,it was  a great day out in the snow !

